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A Green Building Revolution: The New Reality

Above: Winning Design for the Bird Island Zero-Enengy Home Compstition in Ky Lumper,
Nakwsia, by Zoka Zota. “FoMesia House™ is a study of balance between the cutsida and the
shalier from plants, aremals, heal, sun and ran, The bullding is shevatod, alowing varous plan
SPECES 10 Grrviiop thé Sumounding enmarorrmint.



“Rafflesia House, © the winneng dasign for the Bird |sland
Zero-Energy Home Competition in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia by
Zoka Tola,



Chicago architect Zoka Zola worked on
designs for a groundbreaking project in
faraway Kuala Lumpur. For the Bird lsland
project, she first sought to maximize the
potential of the building to be a very pleasant
space for its inhabitants by connecting very
carefully and respectfully to the natural
surroundings.

“In Kuala Lumpur, thermal comforts and

cooling are the main factors, and reducing the

need for air-conditioning is the best way to
save on energy,” Zola says. “We achieved thar
by designing a very successful form and
devising a set of strategies that all play together
to achieve a zero-energy house. The building
is unique in that it is an answer to the climate
conditions, much like the raditional Kampong
house of Malaysia, bur it also takes sustainable
design into the 2 1st century and contribures
to the legacy of archirecture. [ts features are
integrated into the design. They are part of
what shaped the design.”



