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ZOKA ZOLA | “TOGETHERNESS” MIXED-USE PROJECT | CHICAGO

With this sustainable mixed-use project, Chicago’s Zoka Zola aims to “remove imposed intimacy from the concept of commu-
nity.” The goal? A "togetherness without expectations” and with only “abstract or undefined contact,” if any at all. The site—
an industrial zone on Grand Avenue about two miles northwest of the Loop—is a nice blank slate for such social engineering.
Zola offers verandas, balconies, and open-air corridors for social interaction, all rendered in spare, rectilinear volumes with rib-
bon windows. (Her inspiration is more ornate: the Art Nouveau housing of Belgian protomodernist Victor Horta.) Horizontal pre-
cast-concrete panels tinted with red aggregate interlock at corners and cantilevers (“like Lincoln logs,” says Zola), fastened by
steel pins. Construction begins next month on the 12,000-square-foot project, which contains four residences of 1,500 to 1,700
square feet, two storefronts, and the owner-developer’s 2,800-square-foot home with a large roof garden. C.C. Sullivan

“ [ ./’

%8 o4 |z00s Fe—



